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Aardvark is an African mammal that lives in the ground and eats ants and termites.  
During the 1600’s Dutch settlers in Africa gave the aardvark its name, which means 
earth pig. It has a long snout, but it is not like a pig in any other way. 
 
People and lions often kill the aardvark for food. Wart hogs and pythons sometimes take 
over aardvark burrows. The aardvark is not fierce. But when attacked, it rolls on its back 
and uses its claws to defend itself. 
 
“Aardvark.” The World Book Encyclopedia, 1988. 
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